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On April 10 in Guatemala City, police and soldiers reportedly opened fire with machineguns
on about 100 students participating in a pre-Easter carnival march. University student Julio Cuc
Kin was killed and seven other students were seriously wounded. In addition, 15 students were
arrested. The public security personnel pertained to the Hunapu commando unit, a special joint
force comprised of National Police (PN), Treasury Police and army officers. The unit was created to
patrol Guatemala City streets as part of an anti- crime program. On April 11, thousands participated
in a funeral procession for Cuc Kin. Human Rights Attorney General Ramiro de Leon Carpio and
Otto Peralta, president of the University Students Association (AEU), said Defense Minister Gen.
Jose Domingo Garcia and Interior Minister Fernando Hurtado were responsible for the April 10
incident. Army spokesperson Alberto Yon said the commando unit was under attack by armed
students, and thus responded appropriately. In an April 14 statement, Defense Minister Garcia said
he had not issued orders to arrest or shoot at students participating in street marches. According to
the minister, students fired on a vehicle carrying commando personnel. Consequently, the police
and army officers responded in self- defense. On April 15 in Guatemala City, Judge Rafael Mendoza
issued a provisional arrest order for 30 members of the Hunapu commando unit on homicide and
other charges. National Police legal adviser Jose Luis Arenas told journalists that the PN would
cooperate in investigations of the incident scheduled to take place over the next two weeks. He
said he would prove that the 13 National Police officers involved in the incident did not fire at the
students. (Basic data from Deutsche Press-Agentur, 04/10/92; Agence France- Presse, 04/11/92;
Notimex, 04/10/92, 04/14/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE,
04/15/92)
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